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The tower’s outstanding features are the astrolabium – an astronomical calendar clock – and the
musical mechanism installed in 1530.
Right before the clock strikes the hour a crowing rooster announces the start of an entertaining
spectacle. Bears dance their hourly routine, a jester jokingly signals the hour too early, the
quarter-hour chimes are heard from the tower, and Chronos, the god of time, turns his hourglass
over. The golden figure of Hans von Thann finally strikes the hour in time with Chronos’
swinging scepter.
The hands of the astrolabium move somewhat more slowly but just as precisely. The discs of the
astronomical calendar clock are artfully arranged above the Clock Tower’s entrance. Both fixed
and rotating spheres form an exact replica of the constellations with the earth in the center. Sun,
moon and stars circle our planet in the orbits we recognize from the earth’s vantage point.
The complex display of the northern hemisphere always shows the current zodiac sign, the
moon’s phase, the time of sunrise and sunset, and the date. Frescoes of the five planetary gods
from Roman mythology adorn the space above the astrolabium. https://www.bern.com/en/ (13-
01-2024)
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