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Description

The Church of St. Columba is a Roman Catholic church in Saint Paul, Minnesota, United
States. The parish was formed in the Hamline-Midway neighborhood in 1915. After the
mid-twentieth century baby boom, the church was expanding and needed a new building.
Then-pastor Michael Casey contracted with architect Barry Byrne to design and construct
the building. Byrne was based in Chicago and his formal schooling ended in the Ninth
Grade. Byrne worked under Frank Lloyd Wright and was involved with the Prairie School
of architecture before later turned towards Expressionist architecture. Byrne designed the
building later in his career.
The 1949 church is very similar in design to St. Francis Xavier Church in Kansas City,
Missouri, that was also designed by Byrne. The pastor Michael Casey had the bell tower
built to look like an Irish round tower. WIKIPEDIA (19-05-2022)
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Location Bell Bellfounder Casting year Diameter (in cm) Weight

Bell tower Saint Columba LILLO, ANTONIO 1950 95 496
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